
Christmas Greetings 
 
I’m sitting in my office with the sounds of Hallelujah’s ringing in the hallways. The 
junior and senior band led by Mrs. Vander Kooi is wrapping up their impromptu 
concert in the front lobby where students and staff dropped by, listened and often 
joined in by providing vocals to the familiar melodies. In the staff room and 
throughout the school, gifts are being shared and food enjoyed as we enter into this 
festive season. 
 
So why am I writing you about “normal” events. Because my heart is praising and I 
need to express my thankfulness to others. The last two days in particular have been 
the most amazing ones of the year so far. On Thursday we had two shorter 
Christmas concerts, the first led by our K-5 classes under the direction of Mrs. 
Wilson. In the afternoon our Band and Drama classes blessed us with stories told 
and instruments raised, all in praise of the One to whom each of us belongs.  My only 
lament was that you parents could not be there with us.  
 
On Thursday evening, the high school banquet was held and a large majority of our 
students attended and had a fun filled evening filled with great food and even better 
entertainment.  Community building was the focus and our two MC’s did a fantastic 
job of ensuring that all attendees were welcomed and valued. 
 
As each of you enters this season of celebration, may you find time to give thanks. 
Thanks for the gift of Christ, for life and the opportunity to be a contributing part of 
the Kingdom of God. May you and your family be the aroma of God in a community 
that needs love and acceptance for who they are, not what they have or don’t have, 
or even for what they may believe.  (See the parable of the Samaritan woman) 
 
Take time with your kids and revisit the stories of Jesus’ birth found in the gospels. 
If they are a little older perhaps its time to recall the prophets Micah and Isaiah, who 
spoke of the arrival of a saviour. But especially, be thankful and in that spirit, extend 
love and grace to all those around you. 
 
We may not know what all lies ahead of us in 2022, but we do know with absolute 
certainty that God is in control and all things do work together for good for those 
who love him, those whom he has called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

  
Mr. Brandsma 


